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“Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.” 1 Peter 1:21 

 

Dearest Mt Paran Presbyterian Church Family, 

Let me start by saying that I am overjoyed that God has called me to continue in 

His ministry at Mt Paran in the capacity of your Pastor.  I appreciate greatly, and 

am thankful to God that you are a congregation that has been so patient with me 

as I have embarked on this new call.  Indeed, you have been extraordinarily 

patient as our church has tackled so many new things in the last 12 months, 

including all the hiccups we have encountered with our electronic worship 

services and meetings and Bible studies on Zoom. 

In just a few short days we will approach Ash Wednesday, which not only marks 

the start of our 2021 Lenten Journey to Resurrection Sunday/Easter, but will mark 

exactly one year since we began virtual worship and ceased for the most part 

assembling in--person gatherings as a family of faith.  The question on everyone’s 

minds and hearts has been expressed with heartfelt longing from all of us.  The 

Question is, “When can we return to in-person worship?” 

Your entire leadership, Elders, Deacons and Pastors, have wrestled with this 

question and determined in one voice and of one accord that the first thing we 

need to do is to take this request and others to God in prayer.  We are a people of 

hope, trusting in the power and plan of God.  One expression of this trust is to 

fervently pray in one voice that God would guide us in a safe and meaningful way 

in His timing to not only return to a more collective worship, but will end the 

Pandemic hold on life across the globe. 



Matthew 6:33 encourages us to “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  Our faith 
commands us to seek God first in all we do, and I am exceedingly pleased with the 
decision of our leadership as I am sure you are as well. 

You leadership is calling for a week long season of prayer and fasting from 
February 14th to February 21st.  We are praying for God’s will in the following 
points: 

 Peace  

 The Pandemic. 

 Our Leadership (global, national, local, Presbytery Leadership, and our 
church leadership) 

 Spiritual growth of our congregation 

 Mt Paran to continue to do God’s will 

 Good health 

 Prayer for a successful congregational meeting on Zoom on 2/21 and 2/28 

 Our school’s instructors and students as they continue to adjust to learning 
in the Pandemic 

A word on fasting.  Please do NOT fast IF your general health will not allow this.  
Instead, please abstain from an activity (i.e. television) or even perhaps a 
particular singular food item (i.e. forgo your morning coffee for the week).  We do 
not want anyone to become ill.  The purpose of the fasting is to replace 
something that you would do on a regular basis and add more prayer in it’s place.  
Abstaining during times of prayer quickens our hearts and can draw us closer to 
God.  The goal is to hear God, not to do something that will break your body 
down.  If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at 410-655-6220. 

We will end the week of prayer at the opening of our congregational Zoom 
gathering by offering a collective prayer on Sunday February 21st at 11am. 

There are many other things that are going on in this month of February as we 
begin the Lenten season.  Please make plans to attend and participate in the 
following: 

  



Mt Paran Presbyterian Church, February 2021 

Drive-Thru Ashes 
You May Receive Ash Wednesday Ashes 

On Wednesday February 17th  12pm-1pm & 5pm-6pm 
The Ash Wednesday Service will be posted by 

9am on Wednesday February 17th   

Please remember to remain in your car and keep your masks on.  For everyone’s 
safety every possible precaution will be made so that we are respectful of our 

faith tradition while practicing Covid safety. 

Time of Congregational Prayer and Fasting: 
February 14th  – February 21st  

Praying for:  
 Peace, Leadership, Pandemic, Spiritual Growth of our Congregation; Mt Paran’s 

to continue to do God’s will, Good Health, Congregational Meetings, and area 
Schools staff, instructors and students. 

Annual Meeting  -  Part One  
Sunday February 21st at 11am by Zoom 

Zoom link information will be posted and shared on 
 Friday February 19th, and the morning of the 21st. 

 

Annual Meeting – Part Two 
Sunday February 28th at 11am by Zoom 

Zoom link information will be posted and shared on 
 Friday February 26th, and the morning of the 28th.  

I thank God for each and every one of you and pray that you will join with us for 
all of the above.   

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Anita 

 


